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'What are people for? Surely 
people do not exist just to provide 
bomb-fodder for an atomic bonfire, 
or religion-fodder for rival churches, 
or cannon-fodder for rival nations, 
or disease-fodder for rival parasites, 
or labour-fodder for rival economic 
systems, or even consumer-fodder 
for profit-making systems/ 
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■henry Ralph Schoentnan* the 
American student who Iasi Fri- 
pmpleted a two month's sen- 
in one of Her Majesty’s prisons 
"inciting the public to commit 
ties of the peace*' (to wit, to 
fcpart in the sit-down demon- 
pon at Trafalgar Square on Sep- 
er 17k should have left our 
by the time this issue of 
is printed. His permit ex* 
Land the Home Secretary will 
Renew it. This is a polite and 
critical way of saying that he 
[be deported as an undesirable 
Of course the Home Sec- 
, who likes to be considered an 
litened Ton, wants to be fain 
[ letter to Fenner Brockway he 


writes: *i realise of course that he 
will want a short time after he leaves 
prison to put his affairs in order and 
l shall not seek to enforce bis de¬ 
parture before the end of the 
month". 

In theory George Clark sentenced 
at the same time as Ralph Schoen- 
man was due to be released on the 
same day. But two days before, he 
was taken from prison to appear at 
London Sessions in connection with 
an earlier demonstration which took 
place outside the American Embassy 
on September 6th. He was sen¬ 
tence to a further nine months for 
having organised a sit down and for 
refusing to undertake to keep the 
peace. Since the technical obstruc- 


lazar's Democracy 


lion caused by sitting down carries 
a maximum penalty of a £2 fine it 
means that the nine months sentence 
was the punishment imposed by the 
chairman, Mr. R. E. Seaton, for 
George Clark’s refusal to be bound 
over to keep the peace. 

The savagery of the sentence, the 
more so since it follows on a two 
mouth sentence imposed for a 
similar refusal on September 13. 
(that is even before the demon¬ 
stration of September 17 took place), 
has not awakened the consciences 
of our liberal press. Yet in the de¬ 
portation of Ralph Schoenman* and 
the sadistic* cat-and-mouse treat¬ 
ment of George Clark the Stale has 
clearly shown the slender limits of 
its tolerance and patience for the 
dissenters in our midst . We italicise 
those words of the last sentence not 
because we are surprised or shocked 


AND CLARK 

by developments, but in order to 
underline a point we anarchists have 
been making all along, and which 
seems to have escaped the notice of 
those more "trusting" demonstrators 
who honestly, but naively, if we may 
say so, believe that governments— 
by which they mean the ruling class 
— are open to persuasion by the 
people, when they take the trouble 
to publicly express their deeply-felt 
concern for Lhe future of mankind. 

The attitude of government to 
interference in its legally sanctioned 
mission!!) of governing is best sum¬ 
med up in the remarks by the Chair¬ 
man at London Sessions when 
George Clark refused to give "an 
undertaking to keep the peace. 

We all have to live in the world as it 
is today and from what you have said. 


your efforts have done nothing to im¬ 
prove it. You are a nuisance to the 
overworked and understaffed police and 
will have to go to prison for nine 
months. 

(Can we presume from the fore¬ 
going that if the police were neither 
overworked nor understaffed he 
would not have been such a nuisance 

Continued on page 3 

•Technically the Home Secretary could 
argue that our friend is not being de¬ 
ported but simply that his permit is not 
being renewed, Why is it not being 
renewed when Bertrand Russell, whose 
secretary he is t has stated that Schocn- 
man is engaged in important research 
work for him w hich will require another 
year's work? Whether they think Rus¬ 
sell a liar or not is beside the point if 
it can he demonstrated that Sc hoc n mart 
is not a charge to the tax-payer whilst 
he remains in this country 


opponents of the "communist 
System" are by no means lovers 
fcedom; conservatives of all 
fascists and rival leftist 
ps have a variety of doubtful 
yes for opposing Russian type 
aunism—some more obvious 
others. 

bat we find particularly hypo- 
foal about many supporters of 
Stern type democracy is that 
bile on one hand they reject com- 
dmst dictatorship, on the other 
b readily accept other forms of 
aiqrship if they happen to be 
posed to the Soviest Union at the 
ooment. 

Portugal is a case in point. One 
of Britains' ancient allies, Portugal 
has had a dictator in control for 
thirty years, holding power with an 
efficiency which many politicians, 
from East and West, must envy. 

Tn the name of democracy Dr. 
Salazar has for years disposed of the 
opposition in a blatant dictatorial 
way without the resultant pious con¬ 
demnation from self-styled demo¬ 
crats which generally follows an 
open communist display of suppres¬ 
sion. 

Last Sunday interested Portuguese 
voters went lo the polls in a one- 
pun y election. 

Originally there were 66 opposi¬ 
tion candidates to Dr. Salazar's gov¬ 
ernment. Seven of these were ruled 
ineligible by the Supreme Adminis¬ 
trative Court because they "advo¬ 
cated self determination for Portu¬ 
guese overseas territories". Fifty- 
eight candidates decided to with¬ 
draw two days before the elections. 
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and one died, probably of fright! 

It might be thought that since so 
many candidates were allowed to 
stand by the government the oppo¬ 
sition had no valid reason to with¬ 
draw', and stood a fair chance 
of putting themselves before the 
voters for election. But* the reason 
given by the opposition candidates 
for withdrawing is that a free vote 
was prevented by government fid¬ 
dling by the folio wing measures : 

“The first is that no Opposition repre- 
sent alive is being allowed to scrutinise 
the counting of lhe vote in districts 
which they are coniesiing. 

Secondly, by being denied access io 
the electoral registers which the Govern¬ 
ment's National Union can consult 
freely, the Opposition is under a distinct 
handicap when it comes to distributing 
ballot slips, tn addition, cases are 
quoted of Opposition supporters being 
deleted from the registers. 

Thirdly, as the National Union ballot 
slips are easily distinguished from those 
of the Opposition, electors who vote for 
the Opposition risk Government recrimi¬ 
nation/* 
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PETTIGREW 15 BECOMING ORBALANCBM 
Who WANTS A BOMB "THAT K1LL5 TftE RULER5 
LEAVES THE PEOPLE INTACT ? 


It must not be assumed that all 
candidates in opposition are liberals. 
Like the opponents of communist 
dictatorship there is a mixed bag of 
political rivals cashing in on the 
social unrest which followed events 
in Angola. The Observer corres¬ 
pondent categorises them as follows: 

On the far rigid arc the monarchists 
and the conservatives. The centre is 
represented by three different dements. 
First, the, “classical opposition** consist¬ 
ing of the old liberal remnants of the 
Republican Government which was 
destroyed by the military coup in I¥26, 
Secondly, the Catholic Action support¬ 
ers who significantly for the firsi time 
arc now openly defying their bishops 
by insisting that the Church should 
abandon its traditional support of 
Salazar. 

Thirdly, young Army uJtieer*. of 
whom several publicly came forward a-j 
candidates an action which it is thought 
would not have been possible unless they 
could count on the protection and sup¬ 
port of important elements inside lhe 
Army and Navy. 

Not a very reassuring collection 
of rogues! 

But for belter or for worse there 
arc plenty of signs which mark the 
end of another dictatorship. The 
grip of Salazar and his supporters 
is in the process of being loosened. 


ETU STILL APATHETIC 

THE results of the Electrical 
Trades Union elections to the 
Executive were officially announced 
last Sunday though for some weeks 
before the Press had been un¬ 
officially declaring that the over¬ 
whelming defeat of the Communist 
members of the Executive was a 
foregone conclusion. And so in 
fact* after probably the most 
thorough scrutiny of votes at any 
election, the forecasters have been 
proved right: the 8-3 Communist 
majority has been turned into a 9-2 
anlFCommun isi majority. 

The Guardian declares that the 
results are a “triumph for the re¬ 
formers who have fought hard and 


and that of the Daily Worker unduly 
pessimistic! For if something em¬ 
erges from these elections it is that 
the overwhelming majority of the 
long to wrest control from the Com- mem ^ ers are completely apathetic, 
munists”, and adds unconcerned as to who is at the top* 

The Daily Worker on the other an ^ certainly quite uninfluenced by- 
hand looks upon the results as a lhe £ um of tbe Press and TV * 
victory for the “press Lords’’ and z 0T b Y considerations of morality 
“defeat for the membership of the and honesty such as were raised in 
E.T.U. and the trade union move- the Conn findings on the conduct 
merit generally", of previous elections. 

The present victory of the Right Wing The figures surely speak for them- 
h not because that group ha* sponsored selves : of a membership of 250*000 
a constructive policy, ft is mainfi bc-a mere 50.000 cast a vote. Even if 
causo the Press, television, the T.U.C.the Guardian is right when it de- 
and lhe Labour Party's leaders have c j af]ps t h a i p ro bablv 150*000 mem- 
succeeded in mobilising inactive member s bers onl> are up lo d ale with their 

fo I tow mg subscr j prions and entitled to vote the 
situation would still be that: 100.000 
members don't even pay their sub- 
100,000 members pay 
their subscriptions but did not vote 


who, heeause they were not 
union affairs dose tv, were blind lo tht^ 
positive achievements of the leadership' 

It seems to us that the assessment 1 
of the Guardian is unduly optimistic s P n P lIOI ?f' 

thi*ir odiQP 


■for one reason or another, or for no 

GOVERNMENT IS GOVERNMENT JS,; SS“ “ * “ J 50 000 

A British United Press report from of the State was m> longer the ta*k of The five deposed Communists 


Accra quotes Mr, Kwaku Bouteng* 
the Ghana Minister of the Interior 
as saying that: 

the Government would apply the 
maximum punishment, including the 
death penalty, to anybody who plotted 
against the security of the State. The 
witming was contained in a broadcast 
to the nation lonight. 

He called on every Ghanaian to con* 
sidcr himself a security olTieer, and 
said that responsibility for (he security 


no 

the police alone. Every parly member polled between them 8*878 votes as 
and loyal citizen should be vigilant and against 12,796 votes cast for their 
should report to the nearest The Daily Worker main* 

.iiitit’ii anyone suspected of subversive, ains tha , the main [he defeated 


activity* 

Mr. Boat eng said 


that Dr Nkrumah 


executive candidates maintained the 
his party and the Government w „ e si« «f their votes " (Figures at the 
determined to use all force at their dis-P re ^ lOMS elections were not given ill 
posal to ensure the security of the state.Press reports we have seen), and 
They were resolved to fulfil their obtiga-h is not without interest that of the 
Uon u> protect life. two Communists who held their 

Whose life? Continued on page 3 
























































J^ECENT announcements in the 
Pres* about the use of a con¬ 
traceptive tablet have been prema¬ 
ture and misunderstood. It will he 
several months before "the Pi IF be¬ 
comes available in Family Planning 
Clinics because clinical trials are still 
going on to study the side-effects and 
suitable dosages. "Conovid" made 
by Scarle & Co. can be obtained on 
a doctors' prescription at a price to 
the patient of 17 - for a month's 
supply. and it has now been shown 
that this substance does effectively 
inhibit ovulation (egg-production in 
women) if taken once a day for 
twenty days every menstrual cycle. 
There arc ways in which the instruc¬ 
tions differ according to the time 
that menstruation occurs—or it may 
not occur at all—and it is wise for a 
woman to be under her doctor's 
supervision for several months to 
begin with and thereafter ai regular 
intervals. There arc also "ride- 
effects^ from taking the tablets which 
are not permanently harmful and 
which usually go away after the first 
three months. It is said that there 
are no long-term harmful effects, but 
some thxtors are rather doubtful 
about the wisdom of inhibiting 
ovulation in a woman for a long 
period of time as it seems on the 
face of it that the cyclical energetic 
processes of the endocrine elands are 
being disturbed. 

It is. then, quite a business using 
an oral contraceptive and this may 
be a surprise to some optimistic 


Oral Contraceptives 


BOOKS? 

We can supply 


ANY book in print. 

Abo out-of-print books searched for 
—and frequently found! This includes 
paper-backs, children’s books and text 
books, i Please supply publisher's name 
if possible}. 


NEW BOOKS 

Louis Biom-Cuoper 3d - 

C ome Dm to PJay 
Alex Comfort 16;- 
\ Cemurt of Civil Rights 
M R K omit? 48 - 
Tales from the Don 
Mikhail Shofokhos f S 
Parodies; an \nihoJog> 

<cd* Dwight MacDonald 3b - 


REPRINTS AND CHEAP EDITIONS 

The Rodim Head Scott Fii/gcrald 

i VoL 4) 20 - 

Amenta 

Franj Kafka 21 f* 

DarkiK^s Falls from the Air 
Nigel Balchin 2/6 

The Country Dint or 
Honoic De Balzac 9 6 

My Father. Charlie Chaplin 
Charles Chaplin, Jr. 3/6 

This Man and this Unman 
James T. Tamil 2 6 
kn Lssay f onctniiit£ Human 
1 tide rst and ing 
John Locke JJ 6 
Iceland Fisherman 
Pierre Loti 96 
Lolita 

Vladimir Nabokov 5/- 


SECQisID-HAND 


Kingdom of Rags 
John Glday 12/6 
Middle 1-last Anthology 
Durrell Fraser. Keyes, Sic 4 - 
Seed and Harvest 
Vladimir Korustovd/ 4 6 
4 New Wot with C rime 
A. Fenner Brock way 5/* 

I he Stntl Roads 

John Kimebe 4 "* 

t he Big Pull 

Thomas Whiteside 3 6 

The While Smke (A Peking Opera} 

lien Hun 2 6 

Duly to Qttlj/nfiim <I923> 

Franck NeiJLson 5/* 

The S»i)«l of Honor 
Eugene Sue fVol. I only} 5/- 
Elfcdi of Muehliim on Wnges 
J. Shield Nicholson fPp, loose) 3 6 
The T*runny of Socialism 
Yves Guyot 3/- 


souh who thought that it was going 
lo be simple and easy. Using other 
physiological principles may lead to 
simpler methods such as inhibition 
of nidanon {i".e., preventing the fer¬ 
tilised egg front attaching to the 
womb), about research on which 
Freedom had an article several years 
ago; or interference with effective 
sperm production in men. Neither 
of these methods seem to have hit 
the medical headlines yet. 

The important feature of any con¬ 
traceptive method is that while 
giving the possibility of sexual free¬ 
dom. it involves a menial attitude 
on the part of the user. It is clear 
that all methods involve decisions 
and planning, and to this extent they 
represent a stage in sexual maturity. 
They give the ability lo make love 
with freedom from pregnancy 
anxiety. As this, or any other, 
anxiety is the antithesis of sexual 
pleasure, contraceptives have en¬ 


abled women in particular to de¬ 
velop their sexual function to its 
fullest extent and therefore they 
have helped to make sexual relation* 
''hips meaningful and maturing for 
the individuals concerned. 

Difficulties and failures with con¬ 
traceptives usually occur in couples 
who have either failed to accept the 
idea of contraception; or have failed 
to accept the method itself. In the 
first case some women have a very 
Strong impulse, which may be un¬ 
conscious, to have a baby because 
they really want one: or else they 
have a desire to punish themselves 
for their overt sexuality by the con¬ 
sequence of a pregnancy. These are 
the ones who “forget their cap’* or 
fail to follow a simple technique 
faithfully. Those who fail to accept 
the method itself in the case of the 
diaphraehm. for instance, are those 
who find it impossible to touch their 
genitals without disgust, and so put¬ 


ting in .i diaphragm becomes “an¬ 
aesthetic", In the same way some 
men abhor the use of a sheath when 
their is no possibility of making love 
without a pregnancy bv any other 
method. This is equally irrational 
and may be based on fears of a 
failure of erection at the crucial 
moment, or a premature ejaculation 
when putting on the sheath. Luckily, 
most people who come into these 
categories can be detected by the 
careful coni race pti on ist and he will 
then be given the opportunity of 
helping them to overcome their 
sexual problems. This may enable 
them to use the contraceptive 
metitod comfortably. 

To those who do not realty accept 
the idea of contraception, tablet 
methods will hot help—they will fail 
by not taking them. In a clinical 
trial, one woman became pregnant 
in the first month because she only 
look seven tablets instead of twenty. 


LETTER 


THREE QUESTIONS ON THE DANGERS OF WAR 


Dear Comrades, 

Recent articles m Freedom on ?hs 
dangers oi war raise a number of ques¬ 
tions 1 feel many readers would like 
answered 

ID In the October 7 issue the writer 
of rhe lead article claims that wars are 
caused by crises in capitalism which can¬ 
not be solved by means other than war. 
Surely this, h an incomplete account of 
iht, causes of war. While "contra- 
dietions in capitalism" can be a cause 
or war. they are clearly not the crnly 
cause. One of lhc most attractive 
features of anarchist theory I because it 
accords with the best modem thought on 
the subject) is its refusal to accept mon¬ 
istic explanations of historical change. 
Does the writer seriously claim dm all 
wars arc lo be explained exclusively in 
terms of economics—or rather, in terms 
of capitalistic economies? Even Marx¬ 
ists do not go this far, 

C In the lead ankles of September 
2 and 16 and in the article mentioned 
3 bove the writer attributes far more 
rational it > to the leaders of the major 
power*, than would seem lo be consistent 
with one of the main theses of modern 
anarchism, viz that governmental power 
in both democracies and dictatorships is 
almost always acquired by the worst of 


men—men who are unstable, immature, 
fanatical, unprincipled, and quite often 
deranged. There are other good reasons 
for opposing government, but tins is an 
important one, Vet the lead articles 
mentioned give the impression that the 
men who govern both East and West are 
incapable of the irrationality of launch¬ 
ing a nuclear war. One cannoL have it 
both vva ys. either men in goverhmcnt 
always act rationally or else they some¬ 
times fat least) act irrationally. The 
writer’s present stand on the danger of 
svar appears to contradict one of the 
very good reasons for being an anarchist, 
f3,1 In discussing accidental war the 
writer ot the article of September tb 
cl amis that the dangers of such a war 
■arc only conceivable when war is in 
arty case imminent; when the profes¬ 
sional soldiers arc given more power to 
make spot decisions , " 1 agree com¬ 

pletely with this statement. I am at a 
ioss\ however, to understand why the 
writer docs not believe Lhat the circum¬ 
stances described do not obtain at the 
present time. The control of modern 
weapons is becoming more and more de¬ 
centralised. It appears likely that the 
opposing governments, together with 
supporting economic and military inter 
ests. have decided on a nuclear war 


unless certain incompatible demands arc 
met. Does the writer have am special 
information lo counteract this impres¬ 
sion? It is m enough to say lhat wai 
with modern weapons is unthinkable, i 
flunk d is obvious that on this side ot 
the Atlantic, at least* many persons in 
authority and many more who have 
influence on persons in authority are 
thinking about nuclear war in traditional 
terms, i.tv, a* “diplomacy by other 
meant)”. Nor is it enough to say that 
since We have no I yff had an accidental 
war. despite the "alleged” dangers, we 
will not have one. We may be in the 
position of the trusting chicken whose 
farmer "friend” wrings its neck some 
morning contrary to all its most reason¬ 
able expectations. 

These critical questions aside. J do 
think that the articles cited contain much 
lhat needs to he said Lo counter the 
superficial and somewhat hysterical 
approach ti> the dangers of war that is 
so prevalent today. It would, however, 
seem to be a sounder policy lo attack 
governments for having put our lives 
so uselessly in jeopardy than to deny 
that we are in any serious danger. 

Fraternally youis, 

M. G. ANDERSON. 

If artf' oi, Con ii-.> Qc ( 31. 


To those who are unable l*-' 1 accept 
the so-called "mediums* I -plus- 
chemicar methods of contractP t lon 
the tablets may seem & go0 d idea 
\\ is possible that making love wilh* 
out pregnancy anxiety wiR L - wr .ni.»l 
lv help these people to overcoH| 
their underlying sexual problem 
on the other hand contructptic 
may be justified in feeling ihjtj 
should seek advice for the di: 
that they feel towards their 
bodies. 

What of the “overpopulation 
the world"? It seems unlikely 
the present type of o nil com race 
will be able to help those 1 
who cannot be taught such 
tuques as the use of lhe dktpJ 
because of primitive taboos 
ability to operate as circumspe® 
as these methods require. Otic 
imagine that a single tablet t 
once in a menstrual cycle might] 
research is continuing in itorxj| 
developing such a substance, j 
Here again, altitude of mind] 
more important than ■tiaiiMies 
"over-popu liitiau" perhaps 

could read “under-pmduenod 
food, houses and clothing*; J 
mass-application of coin taCCpM, 
becoming u pal meal shibbolrta 
long as it remains impossible, d 
t reception should only be 
individuals as u decision of I 
own to help them u> develop I 
pi ness in their own lovc-relaT 
ships and families. The F| 
Planning Association has pcf 
out that lhe birth rate has ac| 
risen In this country since cqj 
eeptive advice hecimic easily 
able. The truth is tlmt peopljjj 
having babies if only they j T 
born to starve or damage Ihe j 
oi their mothers. It is aIso| 
important lhat each time it 
eeptive is used in making 
should be a fresh decision o 
purl of the user This meuusjj 
surgical operatioiks (such as T 
ipmy in men, or tubal Itgauo: 
women) should only be used M 
all else has been tried unsucccssF 
Thus can be eliminated the ft 
tration or uncomcious tension ol 
instinct which has been opposen 

1M 


m 

. 

f 


> 


•,v 

. * 

i • 


a 


F 


Some of Our Best 
Friends . , . 


EDITOR’S REPLY 


rCRIODICAiS 

Id, No. 7, U6 
IJbcnuion* October 1/9 


Freedom Bookshop 


lOpcn 2 p.m.—5.30 p.m. doily; 
JfJ un,—I jjoii. 'niurwfuys; 

10 u.m.—5 pan. SRlurdays). 

17a MAXWELL ROAD 


FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736 


[1. Yes, we tor this writer at Jea&ti i> 
of the opinion that the basic causes of 
moden: wars are economic. Wc Jo not 
deny that there are individuals whose 
lust for power and world domination s 
so strong Lhat to achieve their ends they 
would be prepared to see the world 
threatened with annihilation if need be 
But not only have such men not suc¬ 
ceeded in rising to such positions of 
power so far but it seems to us that the 
trend towards always larger power blocs 
makes it even more difficult—-11 not im¬ 
possible for such a situation to aris? 
in the future Wars caused by human 
aggressivity? Alex Comfort in his siudy 
of Authority tmd Delinquency in *lw 
Modern Stats points oui that “If con¬ 
temporary wars were in substance, j-i 
well a* rr» background, the direct expres¬ 
sion of aggressions projected from the 
urban public as a whole, we should not 
expect to find any such elaborate ration 
aluationis as Htlfcr, or we ourselves, cm- 
ployed, except as a means of allaying 
the yuih iff those who sutrer them 1 ' 
And he fjoes on to sav that "In assess 
$ng the causation nf war, it is impoftiblc 
U overlook the part played by conscious 
cliuicc, r>> economic activities such us 
i hove of armament firms and rimmcMl 
lobbies', and the dehberate use of war 
an u merits tff govcrnmeni b> diver 
We agree l 

1 Is ft "one of the mum thews of 
anafchism ” that governmcnlaj power” is 
afrnost always acquned by ihe worst ff 
men, etc . , Anarchisu have urivrm 
questioned the motivei of those people 
who seek positions of power from which 
lo dominate the fives of their fellow 
men land ifm is not limited to poll lies), 
And when we have not questioned their 
motives wc have always warned that 
power corrupts even Lhe best of men. 


No, our objection to government is more 
fundamental than any criticisms wu 
might have as lo the mental state of 
those in office, The reason why we 
maintain that if at some time or other 
a nuclear war ^ill be launched, u will 
not be either "acckkntui" or the result 
of the "irrationality of the men who 
govtfn” it is not because we think poli¬ 
ticians, generals et ulia all-wise and :n- 
capahle of .irrational actions bul because 
the power of decision in such major 
issues as world war does not rest in the 
hands—or in the heads—of a small 
group of individuals If wc may again 
quote Comfort; "The size of the execu¬ 
tive in eemrali/ed societies makes it hard 
to differentiate from other groups, such 
as finance and productive industry, into 
which it overlaps In the United States 
where industry is in private hands, the 
executive in govermmml employ mem 
Nrae been estimated to include between 
4 and Iti per cent, uj ihe employed 
population'', 

3 Jt h because we consider that th: 
risuc of Berlin is a side issue, of till I: 
consequence tit the ruling cla^sr iff 
America and oi Russia, hut u lady hone 
u| comemiun to add to the political 
pot which goes on baiting but which a 
spite of havmg had at least a dozen such 
bones added in the lost few yeuis For 
mow. Egypt, Cuba. Hungary, etc has 
*tih not bailed pvet! 

Comfort makes the important point 
in the passage quoted above that war 
may be used deliberately as "a means of 
government by diversion". We believe 
that such is also the puipose of political 
"crises”, So long as they produce the 
desired results there is no special advun 
luge to be derived by resorting lo more 
deadly diversions. 

Comrade Anderson suggests lhat wo 


muv be in the position of the ‘'trusting 
chicken, etc". Bin Lhc "farmer” trend 
"ruling class'") has never been a friend 
of the anarchists. We didn't trust him 
when he only possessed a pop gun; why 
should we trust him now that he is 
many-headed as well as possessing 
nuclear-heads'. 1 It is because we are 
aware of the fact that the distribution 
ot power is such today that the ruling 
class car* "wring our necks" if and when 
they choose that We insist (at too great 
length in the opinion of some comrades 
to whom, we regret, being unable to 
apologise for lhe boredom occasioned 
wc can only suggest they gfve us a 
miss!) on debunking the ^artificial 
■“crises", the “imminence of annihila¬ 
tion". And In reply to our correspon¬ 
dent's Just semence we would say that 
so lung as there are rulers and ruled 
there is danger far both* If ihe lives 
of the majority of humanity are in dan¬ 
ger because of the ambitions and the 
demands placed on them by a minority 
it is dear to u* that however stupid, im- 
muturc and deranged they may tv, they 
are not half ns stupid as the majority 
which has the power to deprive lhe 
ruling class of its weapons of authority, 
and lo starve it of its privileges simply 
h> taking over, by "occupymg ' the fae 
tones and ihe land not to mention the 
public services they also operate bul 
due*, not. To morrow, the war machine 
could be paralysed and the land be made 
lo produce more food and the I iciones 
tlk goods we really need. If this ri 
utopia how much more ulopian is the 
concept that lhe ruling classes Will 
persuaded by the sincerity and self- 
sacrifice ot a non-violent minority lo 
renounce force? if that ever happens 
it will he necessary to give a new detini 
tion to the word “persuasion" — E dhok&J. 


Mel bourn l, November ” 

Miss Winifred Atwell, lhc West Indiail 
pianist, said in Canberra today that she3 
had been infuriated by eases of rueiiil 
segregation she had found in Australia 
during her current concert tour. 

She said that at Morcc. in New Souln 
Wales, it was not until she was near the 
end of her programme that she learned 
that aboriginals in the audience had been 
forced to sit apart from white listeners 
on hard wooden benches. 

At Bowen, in Norih Queensland, sb; 
said, aboriginals had been refused admit* 
lance to the theatre where she appeared. 
At her request the management had 
finally left the doors eff the theatre open 
so that the aboriginals could watch and 
listen from outside She listed this as 
the vorsi example iff segregation she hid 
lound in Australia Of the Moree inci¬ 
dent she said: "Had I known about it 
before. I would have had second thoughts 
aboui appearing." 

Miss At well said she hud been angered 
by the way aboriginals were being 
"shunned” in Australia and felt that they 
lacked a feeling of security because they 
had no properly rights If they had the 
right to own and control their own pro¬ 
perty it would he a first step towards 
acquiring self-respect. 

Miss Atwell has received many tele¬ 
phone culls from people in Brisbane 
Sydney and Melbourne congratulating 
het on her outspoken criticisms Shs 
said (h it the culls hud come mainly from 
whHc people. 

{Gwmihit*] 


..Are South Africans 


Colombo, Saturday. 

The Prime Minister of Ceylon, Mrs^ 

R mdaianaika, ha* told Ceylon deleg jL 
at the United Nations not to be W 
severe in their attacks fcn South Africa 
She criticised a speech by u ddegale :n j 
the recent debate on apartheid. 

Although Ceylon was strongly again 
apartht'iif delegtlles should hear in nun l 1 
lhat Ceylon had certain trade connee- j 
tiom wth South Africa. 

taT/Dj 
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SOLIDARITY WANTED 



Cent? ruied from page I 

rid would therefore have received a 
der sentence?) 

hd when members of the public 
, he conn received tbe sentence 

'ffoud cries of ‘shame* “ Mr. 
ten commented : “If there is any 
’ of this, ihere will be more of 
Pacing inside"- 

his latter remark shows that the 
firman of London Sessions is not 
It person to sit in judgement over 
hers since clearly he 'can neither 
atrol his emotions nor hide the 
ding effect that occupying even 
modest ^eat of power has had on 


i>w. the Committee of 109 are 
: loath on principle (or is it for 
pci 4 1 reasons?> to protest or take 
Jkind of action either in the 
exceptional circumstances of 
gh Schoenman—an alien in the 
5of :he Jaw . albeit the citizen of 
pnon w hich could be described 
&r closest nuclear friend —or in 
^ more everyday matters as 
Bb behaviour at demonstrations. 

; * \ >s abuses by magistrates and 

CS’ so far as sentences imposed 
fo as in the gratuitous remarks 
Urhkkt in their courts. Perhaps 
ase we do not bdicve that 
fyrdom :s the passpor to a better 
Sd. ioougb we recognise that per- 
(Son is a price that all serious re^ 
ieis and revolutionaries must 
set to pay for their militancy, we 
old not hesitate to demand that 
the police nor the courts 
fold abuse their powers* Are 
m not all-embracing enough for us 
fellow them to abuse them as well 
hem protest? 

To allow Ralph Schoenman to be 
bported* and George Clark to be 
objected to a cat-and-mouse treat- 
em (to which not even conscien¬ 


tious objectors were subjected during 
the last war in this country), without 
protest and agitation is to acquiesce 
in the mockery of democracy. The 
government professes to believe in 
democracy. Even if we do not be¬ 
lieve its protestations let us not miss 
one occasion to challenge it. or to 
expose it to ridicule when it stub¬ 
bornly refuses to give wav on minor 
issues such as are in fact the cases 
of our two friends. For us these are 
not minor issues. Ralph Schoen¬ 
man and George Clark are victims 
of political persecution. On what 
grounds other than political does 
the Home Secretary refuse to renew 
the formers permit to remain in this 
country? And in the case of George 
Clark the savage sentence imposed 
on him by the Chairman of London 
Sessions was not only a sop to the 
police but a warning to those who 
took pan in future demonstrations 
of what they might expect if they 
arc picked up. What have these 
considerations to do with making 
tiie punishment of George Clark fit 
his crime? 

■fc 

^jfE'LL then, what are we going to 
do? Sit back and wallow in 
our self-righteous impotence or pro¬ 
test publicly, loudly, forcibly, even 
if in the end we fail* Here is an 
issue where pacifists* anarchists, 
social creditors, freethinkers. Trib- 
urutes. liberals. Welsh Nationalists 
and others could unite in a common 
effort and a common cause without 
losing their identity. The aim: to 
reverse tbe deportation order on 
Ralph Shoenman and to quash the 
sentence on George Clark. And if 
we succeed we will have shown a 
little human solidarity: if we fail, we 
will at least have done what was in 
our power to do for two worthy 
members of the human family. 


THIS IS POLITICS 


One 


f 


Moscow. November S. 
Mr. Khrushchev has sem a tdegraye 
of congratulatiom to Or. Konrad Aden¬ 
auer ort bis re-election as West German 
Chancellor, the Soviet news agency Ta_ c s 
today* 

Reurtn 


Two 


Commenting on the reported Russian 
offer, the Foreign Secretary, Lord Home, 
said at Bourne mouth last night that he 
hoped h was true, though he had no 
confirmation of it. that Mr. Khrushchev 

v,u: sending constructive proposal m 
of the situation fri Berlin. 

that he is persuaded that 
y with the Allies sreunng the 
and free access to Berlin should 
his treaty with East Germany, 
Khrushchev is sending a genuine 
vmh then he will find that i am 
ueiTccily capable of sitting on the 
branch with him and cooine like 2 
j oyc.~ 


' MR. SYDNEY SILVERMAN (Nelson 
and Colne. Jod. Lab.) asked the Minister 
of Defence what proposals had been 
submitted to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization by the United Staates Gov. 
ernment concerning the testing of a large 
neutron bomb, whose principal new 
contribution to nuclear strategy was its 
alleged capacity to kill people without 
damaging property. 

MR. WATKINSON, — I have no 
knowledge of any such proposal. 

MR. SILVERMAN.—Has not the 
Minister seen frequent and quite auth¬ 
oritative statements that the United 
States is preparing to test such a bomb? 
Does he not think h worth while to 
make some inquiry to see whether this 
k so? 

Doe^ he realize that, if such a test 
were made, this would be represented in 
many parts of the world as the final 
triumph of capitalist priorities? Will be 
underlake that the United Kingdom 
would never undertake itself* or he asso¬ 
ciated with, genoddal mania of this 
kmd? Wifi he inforrn the United-States, 
or ask the Foreign Secretary to do so. 
that wc would not regard such a weapon 
compatible with the maintenance of 
our alliance with any power that tested 
cr used it? 


EMRYS HUGHES fSouth Ayr 
Ind, Lab,) asker the Minister of 
cnee wbW plans the Government had 
c manufacture of a neutron bomb, 
„ WATKINSON — Ii would not oe 
; intern! to make any statc- 
S for tbe manufacture of 
Of nudear weapons, (On- 
augh ter.)- 


MR, W ATKINSON .—I have no know¬ 
ledge of all those allegations, Olt 
genera* position on tests was dearly 
set out by the Prime Minister the othe'* 
da y. 


np HE year Freedom was bom, 

A Augustus John vvas eight years old, 
Picasso was five. Bertie Russell and Willie 
Maugham were twelve years old and the 
hero of Sidney Street* Tonvpandy and 
the Dardanelles was eleven years old. 

1 do not believe l am being ungallant or 
incorrect In revealing that Lilian Wolfe 
was eleven years old at that time. 

Viewed from this perspective it would 
seem that history is a process of growth, 
but viewed from ISS6 it seems that 
history repeats itself or rather “things 
change only to remain the same.*' 

The year 1 SS6 was a stormy year by 
many standards. England had just gone 
through a General election. The Irish 
were still very troublesome. There was 
a slump on, the Americans had two 
million unemployed in 1885* Techno¬ 
logically the world was on the march, 
The internal combustion engine was 
invented in 1885. the Canadian Pacific 
railway was completed. Troops were 
switched from suppressing the Indians 
(American) to suppressing rioters (Ameri¬ 
can), 

The election of 1885 was marked by 
the scandal of the S-D,F.Y acceptance of 
+L Tory gold v to pul candidates in the 
field to defeat the Liberals. This, in 
addition to the damage to Lheir repu¬ 
tation did them no electoral good, for 
even in Kenningtbn. London (then a 
working-class suburb) the SDF only 
secured thirty-two votes. 

The new parliament introduced the 
first Lib-Lab members with a proportion 
pf coalminers. Bradlaugh. the free¬ 
thinker was finally allowed to take his 
seal in the new Parliament* be had been 
elected for Northampton rn 1830, 18.81 3 
1882 and ISS4 but on each occasion, the 
■House of Commons refused to admit 
him since he would not take* an oath. 
Finally at his- election in 1885 he was 
allowed to take his seat in 1886 without 
taking an oath. 

The year was marked by frequent riots 
and bomb outrages. Much of this was 
the work of the Irish Nationalists and 
Sinn Feiners who weres ■ very active at 
this lime. The ingenious Captain 
Scbaack of the Chicago police (or more 
likely his ghost writer) -attributes lists of 
Fenian bomb plots to the anarchists* 

h h true that some of the anarchists 
were in the midst of their violent phase 
• c* 1878-1901) but no government was 
ever out of a violent phase, certainly 
not in 1886. 

The Irish had perfected the weapon 
of the boycott and the rent-strike and 
Benjamin Tucker had been loud in his 
praises of the Land League* now the 
movement was falling into the hands of 
priests and politicians. 

On January Mth “a foreign socialist 
plot against capitalism" was discovered 
in Chicago. This was an ominous sign 

On thaL day W* T, Stead, the editor of 
the Fail Mail Gazette was released from 
prison, he had been sentenced for the 
direct action’ of proving that it was 
possible to procure a girl for prostitu¬ 
tion. He was sentenced for that act and 
subsequently the law was changed. 

In February there was a mutiny 
aboard the reform (prison) ship 
Clarence. 

On the Sth February, the SDF 
arranged a meeting in Trafalgar Square 
at the same time the Fair Trade Move¬ 
ment (a Tory organization) arranged a 
meeting same time same place* The 
police objected, as police will, but had 
then no power to ban the meetings as 
Trafalgar Square was then a public 
place, and not the province of the Min¬ 
istry of Works. 

Hyhdman, Burns and Champion 
spoke for the SDF and the meeting 
passed Oft quietly enough until the SDF 
comingent broke up and marched down 
Fall Mali to Hyde Park, On the way 
club windows were smashed, shop win¬ 
dows were broken and shops looted. 
(The three speakers were arrested for 
sedition and were later acquitted). Fur¬ 
ther riots followed in London on Feb¬ 
ruary 9th* there were riots in Leicester, 
Birmingham and Yarmouth on February 
llth and 15th. 

On the l Gib February the SDF called 
for a meeting in Hyde Park but instead* 



on the 20th February the Chief Com¬ 
missioner of the police resigned and was 
replaced by a military man. 

The meeting was held on the 21st 
February and the police made a baton 
charge. 

On the 2Stti. a mass meeting was held 
in Manchester, 

On March 5tb an Anarchist threw a 
stink bomb into the Paris Bourse, 

On March I Sth there was another 
demonstration in Manchester* and on 
tbe 27th a demonstration at Liege in 
Belgium, 

About this time Benjamin Tucker, the 
editor of Liberty, a! tacked Jo harm Most 
the New York editor of Frtfheir. the 
Germ an-language anarchist paper* for 
his support (or at least), bis non-repu¬ 
diation of the New York anarchists 
alleged complicity in a scries of arsoni^ 
cal fires (some fatal) which had been 
engineered in order to defraud insurance 
companies* Ironically enough. Tucker 
commended Justus Schwab < whose 
brother. Michael Schwab, was sentenced 
in the Hay market case) lor bis break 
away From Most. It was Most s inflam¬ 
matory The sin of Revolutionary War- 
fare (I8$5j that helped [he Chicago prose¬ 
cution. 


TEXT OF A LAG LECTURE 


On April 2nd there were riots in 
Milan. On Aprii .Sth events in the 
US. A. took a more violent turn, strikers* 
members of the Knights of Labour, 
blockaded the railroad at Fort Worth. 
Texas. 

On April 9th. there was a riot at St. 
Louis in which six strikers were shot* 

The wide unrest due to unemployment 
led the unions to desperate revolution¬ 
ary measures* A gigantic campaign was 
launched for . . . the eight-hour day. 
This was tbe utopian dream for which 
(indirectly) the Chicago tragedy was 
ac!£d out. 

May 1st was the day on which iabou" 
meetings have habitually been held, 
August Spies, a German-speaking jour¬ 
nalist on the Afherrer Zeitung. a Chicago 
anarchist paper, was speaking at a strike- 
meeting when, firing broke out at the 
McCormick reaper works. When Spies 
arrived at the factory he discovered that 
in a battle between Pinkerton strike¬ 
breakers aided by police against sinkers, 
five strikers had been killed (and four 
policemen). Wimessing the police vio¬ 
lence incited Spies to write an inflamma¬ 
tory editorial and leaflet pleading for 
Revenge’ in the melodramatic high- 
flown prose style affected by anarchist 
journalists at that time* — and probably 
called for. A meeting was organised for 
May 4th in the "Haymarket. 

On May 4th the meeting was held. 

It passed off quietly* It seems to have 
been a rather dull meeting and Carter 
Harrison the Mayor popped in, saw jt 
was quiet and trotted off on his horse 
to tell Captain Bonfieid who was waiting, 
with police in readiness, that he could 
go home. Fie Idem who was speaking, 
was coming to the same conclusion* foi 
it looked like rain. To his surprise and 
horror he saw Captain Bonfieid who for 
some unexplained reason had marched 
with his squad of police up to the meet¬ 
ing. Ftelden turned to the menacing 
ranks of police. The police captain 
said t- 

”ln the name of the people of the 
State of Illinois I command this meeting 
immediately and peaceably to dis¬ 
perse , , , " 

“ Why* captain?'* Ficlden said, “this is 
a peaceable meeting.” 


At this point a whizring object hurtled 
from the crowd into the police, ii bind¬ 
ing: explosion shook The street and sixty- 
seven policemen were killed and woun¬ 
ded. The remaining police fi*ed * n1 ° 
the crowd and one was killed and several 
wounded. 

The police of Chicago organized raitK 
and wftbip days ten men. Spies. Schwab, 

Fischer, FkJdcn, Engel, Lings. Necbc, 

Parsons. Sc-baubcH and Scligcr were in¬ 
dicted for the 'conspiracy*. Parsons and 
Scbaubdt escaped arrest and ScUgcr 
turned State’s evidence. 

* + * 

On May 5th there was a riot in a mill 
rn Paris, five strikers were killed, 

With some vague symbolic undertones 
the House b£ Commons was dosed on 
May 27th 'owing lo defective sanitary 
arrangements’, the stench in the House 
of Commons was too bad even for 
politicians. 

Johann Most was sentenced on May 
28th to one year's imprisonment for 
Incitement to riot. 

To return to matters more near al 
home the bridge across the Thames be¬ 
tween Fulham and Putney was opened 
On May 30th, 

On May 30th, In Bloomfidd. New 
Jersey. Randolph Bourne was horn* a 
hunchback, out of a twisted body came 
the direct straight thrust of his essay. 

“Tho State", and his “War and the Intel- 
Leetuals'*. 

A1 the Hague on June 9lh, a meeting 
was held to protest against 'he prosecu¬ 
tion of Domtla Nicwenbuis (later to 
become an anarchist) for high treason. 

The police cleared the hall. 

On June 3 7th* riots In Zurich were 
attributed to anarchists. 

The right of eN-snatching was with¬ 
drawn from: fishermen at Amsterdam, 
and on July 2fvrh noting broke out and 
twenty-five people were sho 1 .. and fortv 
police were wounded. The military 
were called in. 

A Coney Island pleasure steamer wy; 
discovered on July 27th to have a bomb 
('planted by Social Revolutionaries) on 
posted. 

August 6th TO the 10th saw rioting in 
Belfast between Nationalists and Orange¬ 
men* This item seems to have re¬ 
mained on tbe fixture list. 

On August 20th. after a brief* corrupt* 
biased trial. Spies. Schwab, Fischer. 
Fielden. Engel, Lingg and Parson:-, were 
sentenced to death for the Hay market 
‘plot’, f Parsons gave himself up to the 
court during the bearing). Neebe was 
sentenced to fifteen years’ imprisonment. 
Schaubel: had escaped arrest and Seligcr. 
having turned StateN evidence, was re¬ 
leased* 

fn Madrid* September 20th. there was 
a Republican rising. 

The police in old Vienna, on October 
8th* unveiled .an anarch hi plot to set 
fire to. the town. 

With masterly timing and the Chicago 
anarchists safely in jail, the Statue of 
Liberty was finished on October 28th. 

October 31st saw a demonstration at 
Charleroi in Belgium* 

New York’s electors rejected Henry 
George for Mayor on November 1st 
He came second* 

Guy Aldrtd, the editor of The Word. 
was born, by a strange coincidence* on 
November fifth* 

On Lord Mayor s day. November 9th. 
a Socialist procession was banned in 
London, This was replaced by a demon* 
strati on in Trafalgar Square. 

The year was coming to a close but* as 
new** evidence was not lacking that en¬ 
lightenment was only a veneer* At Bio is 
in France, two peasants were on trial on 
November 22nd for the murder of a 
woman they believed to be a witch. 

On December 18th, a ray of hope 
came from Ireland. Due to boycotts 
and the activities of Sinn Feiners and 
Land Leaguers, the process servers and 
bailiffs in King's County refused to serve 
writs. 

This year of gloom lightened only by 
the birth of Freedom, closed on the 
same note. A publican ai Ciapham shot 
dead a carol singer on December 25th 
Jack Robinson* 


MR. SILVERMAN gave notice that, 
in view of “tbe terrifyingly unsatisfac¬ 
tory' answer ‘ given by the Minister, he 
would raise the matter again. 


ETU Apathy 

Continued from page I 

seats* one* the member for Northern 
Ireland was returned unopposed. 

What emerges from this sordid 
struggle so far as those of us who 
believe that social change must 
come from the working people of all 
countries, is that (1) the overwhelm¬ 
ing majority of the workers in this 


industry—'prosperous 1 ' by com¬ 
parison with most other industries— 
remain indifferent to their union 
affairs even when the glare of pub¬ 
licity would offer a golden oppor¬ 
tunity to the rank-and-file members 
to carry out a thoroughgoing clean 
up of their organisation* If ever 
there was an opportunity and a 
justification to start a new organi¬ 
sation* controlled by its members 
i:nd not by an executive, it was when 
the malpractices at top level were 


being publicly exposed. (2) It is 
clear that : n spite of 15 years of 
Communist rule of the E.T*tL_ the 
rarilk-and-file members of that union 
are no more militant than in the 
unions dominated and controlled by 
the Right wing Labour bosses. 

1 3 ) that the new bosses of the E.T.IL 
wii) no more inspire their members 
to be militant than their predeces¬ 
sors* Executives need obedient, not 
militant members* The problem is 
how to break the vicious circle. 






_ 
















Behind the Urn 


Railwayman at Nuneaton Trent Val¬ 
ley station have shown the British Trans* 
port Commission how to make refresh¬ 
ment rooms pay. 

When the commission's catering de¬ 
partment closed the station refreshment 
room thirteen months ago—because it 
did not pay — the Nuneaton Railway Ser¬ 
vants' Refreshment Society Ltd. offered 
to lake it over and run it. 

At the end of it's hria year'* work¬ 
ing, the society has made a handsome 
profit. The secretary, Mr, L R> P. 
Emmett, a carnage inspector at Nun¬ 
eaton. said yesterday; 

"We could see where the BTC had 
gone wrong. They were charging too 
much. For instance, their tea was 5d_. 
coffee Xd,. and a ham sandwich Ifta. Our 
prices are lea 4d,, coffee 6 d., ham sand¬ 
wich 6 d/' 

The society grew out of the old coffee 
taverns established 54 years ago by the 
London and North Western Railway on 
many main-line stations when railway - 
men were forbidden to use platform re¬ 
freshment rooms. For just over 13 
years, the society has operated its own 
coffee tavern at Nuneaton, providing 
mainly tea at low prices for rail way men. 

It has 94 shareholders with a share 
capital of £400; lor the past 12 years the 
dividend has been 50 per cent—three 
years ago, n was LOO per cent — and not 
surprisingly there is a waiting list for 
shares. 

The society pays the commission £110 
a year in rent, plus rates, water, gas and 
electricity, h does all its own buying, 
employs three women full time, two part 
time and two men part time. 

(Guardian) 


Correspondence 


V K EfcDOM 


To underestimate ones opponent h a iroyftd, how mu 


k Society of Lunatics? 


i 


I 


SLIPPING 

BACK 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT 
NOVEMBER ! Ith, 1961, WEEK 45 


" "Hi a mad world, my masters." 

Dusk Comrades, 

There is not very much in the very 
long editorial reply to my letter with 
which l can possibly disagree. The 
anarchist case is stated again, in the 
classic manner. The anarchists have 
been saying the same things for a cen¬ 
tury or more, without receiving much 
public notice. It is only towards the 
end of the reply that the difference in 
viewpoint begin* to emerge. The writer 
appears to look upon the ruling class 
as a sort of indestructible and immense¬ 
ly cunning clique, ruling from behind 
the scenes with a Machiavellian skill. 

They enjoy immunity from most of the 
troubles that afflict the rest of the popu¬ 
lation, and when the end does arrive 
they will retreat in good order to their 
deep shelters, their space stations or 
even to Canada, and come back to in¬ 
herit the earth, like the meek, when 
everyone else has been eliminated by 
Hydrogn Bombs qr Death Rays. 

1 think this is a very romantic point 
of view. It reminds me of those novels 
where an international gang, sometimes 
of “'anarchists", sometimes of mad 
scientists or sometimes Dr. Fu Manchu, 
is preparing to dominate the world or 
blow it up. ”LitV\ said Oscar Wilde, 
"imitates art/' Perhaps we are witness* 
ing the ultimate triumph of the boys’ 
adventure story. i think the truth is 
weird enough, but less aesthetically satis¬ 
fying perhaps, 

"They know which side their bread 
is buttered/' Do they? This know¬ 
ledge did not save the French aristoc¬ 
racy from the guillotine or exile at the 
time of the French revolution. Ruling 
classes are as liable to irrational be¬ 
haviour. to mistakes and to suicidal 


policies as are the rest of uv. I think 
that the point of view of the editorial 
is that the present cold war benefits the 
ruling class, and leads to a consolidation 
of its power. Temporarily this may weff 
he so, but it seems fairly clear that it 
is a very dangerous expedient, that is 
likely to recoil on the heads of those 
who have adopted it. 
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In present conditions, and so far a* wc 
can see for a long lime to come, war is, 
and will remain, a suicidal policy if 
embarked on on a large scale. But both 
sides have to be armed to the teeth with 
the latest weapons if the balance of 
power is to be maintained. These 
weapons have to be ready to go off at 
the slightest warning, since both sides 
are continually developing “improved" 
methods of attack, in consequence a 
situation could arise where a weapon 
could be discharged by misLake, and the 
damage would be done before k could 
be stopped. 

This is where the question of lunacy 
comes in. it seems to me that, however 
enjoyable power may be, it is difficult to 
Imagine a person, whom one could 
regard as "sane’ in any conceivable 
sense, who would be prepared to pay 
such a high price for it. The nearest 
thing one can imagine to this sort of 
mentality is that of the racing motorist 
or the wall-of-death rider. Of course 
this recklessness is not confined to the 
ruling class. It is widespread in the 
population. Individually tyrants have 
little power. Their power rests on the 
support of cliques, and on the consent 
of the governed* so that the prescnL 
world situation may be regarded as re¬ 
flecting a son of mass psychosis. The 
only sane people are those who protest 
and resist. (Of course I would not claim 
complete immunity from the general in¬ 
sanity for anybody, it is a matter of 
degree). 


mistake, but it is not much bate: 

over-estimate him, Judging by the 
haviour of different ruling 
throughout human history, rulers differ 
little from the rest of the population. 
Sometimes they behave cleverly, at other 
limes, stupidly. They are not supermen. 

They are as liable to be moved by 
envy, fear, petty resentments and so on 
as anyone else. They are as taboo- 
ridden as the population they govern 
They are neurotic* superstitious and 
sometimcv mad. They plot against each 
other, betray each other* trick each other, 
or imagine that they have succeeded Vfl 
tricking each other. When the next war 
conics* though both sides have been 
getting ready for it for ^ ions time, u 
is quite likely that a will be blundered 
into at a moment when nobody wants 
it* This is quite a> probable av that 
"The Day" will be fixed, and everythin; 
prepared* 

1 have in my mind a Ust of examples 
or the blunders of different ruling classes 
during recent centuries. Of wars that 
began ’by accident'', though never with- 
out both sides having been in a state ot 
readiness for some time beforehand, 
even though the preparation* were often 
ill-done. But I don’t think it k worth 
going into details. Anybody who 
interested can find these matters out for 
himself. 


tolerant 


W 




Lion is 
it, can 
are vane" 
word has 
really disputing the fneafni^ 
word. 

What would mi iniertvt.rrg 
able would be U> know why 
war arc so attractive to so m 
M we could get at the ro 
problem wc wou 
free society. 


n y ^ 
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LONDON 
ANARCHIST GROUP 

CENTRAL MEETINGS 


meetings U> bo held at 
The Two Brewers* 

4d Monmouth Street, WC2 
(Leicester Square Tube) 

Sundays at Iftf) p.rn. 

NOV )9 Ian Leslie: 

Subject to be announced 
NOV 26 To hr tinnmacfd 

DEC 3 Bob McKean: Anarchism: 
Mining Link. 


It fa evident from the article reprinted 
from Liberation in the same issue of 
Fk£e.dom that a largo number of highly 
i nielli gent men f who consider thamdvei 
"realists", are prepared to lend them¬ 
selves to a near-su pern at ura fistic cult at 
power and violence. These people are 
not of course realistic in their approach 
to the world but mystical A person 
who secs the world realistically would 
realise that war will benefit no one* not 
even the rulers in their space stations. 
The invocation to the warrior of ancient 
limes makes it plain that this is a 
modern war-cult. Obviously in modern 
civilisation no one would get very far 
by beating a tom-tom and brandishing 
a spear. Religions have to adjust tnen,- 
selves to the times. The efforts of some 
Nazis to revive the old Teutonic gods 
were doomed to failure in a modern 
urban civilisation. One can draw one’s 
inspiration from the past, but one can¬ 
not revive it exactly as it was* 

Can anyone believe that people who 
talk in terms of " megadeaths", and try 
to work out how many people can be 
killed without their country' being des- 


Hyde Park Meetint 

Every Sunday at 3.30 (if fine) 


p.rml 


OFF-CENTRE 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

1 st Thursday of each month at & 

Jack and Mary Stevenson \ 6 
Road. Enfield, Middx. 

Last Wednesday of each month at % pjj 
at Dorothy Baras! s, 45 Twyford Ave 
Fonis Green. K 2 . 

1 st Wednesday of each month a fc ] 
at Colin Ward's. 33 Ellerby 
Fulham. SAV/>, 

3rd Thursday of each month at fc ] 
Donald Rooum'v i4&a Fellow* 

Swiss Cottage. N.W.3. 

Last Friday of each month at % p*ml 
Laurens and Celia Otter’s. 5" LadbS 
Road, W.H* 


; ; rnj 


JAZZ CLUB 


Teachers 


DEFICIT £1.737 


DEFICIT FUND 

London: McF, 4/3: Fife* G.G. 2/9; London; 
£J. S A EeMshilfi G.8. l/6' E* Barnet: E-rL 
1/10 Chichester; G.B,A. i/6: Glasgow: 
J,H** l/t: N. Coome, N*S.W.: F. & A.C. 
£&* London: K,L. 5/-: Church: C-ft. i/6: 
Kid derm in tier: J.W.H, l/-\ London: P. £ 
G.T* i7/6- S* Africa: V.P* ,0/-: London: 
L.G. 6 b* Yelverton; M,C*B* &/-: Wolver¬ 
hampton; J.G.L.' 2/6; Wolverhampton; 

J.K.W,* 2/*; WilUmWL J.L 4/-: Southend: 
P.G.* S, Hounslow: L* 4/-' Hove: A*F* 
2A Burton; A.B,A. 13/3 London; A,L- 
£3/4/- Brockworth; J,N. $/-: Stranraer: 
T.H.N. £/- Surrey; F*B,* £/- London: 

P r & GT. SA, 

TOTAL 16 16 7 
Previously acknowledged 9N 9 II 


1961 TOTAL TO DATE £928 6 6 


* I n d ioete t regular contributor 

£800 SHORT! 


WORKING mothers arc III served with 
Day Nurseries in which to leave their 
children while they go to work. 

FREEOOM-minded parents are still 
more ill served. 

We are therefore very pleased to hear 
of an initiative by one of our readers 
to put this right in her own neighbour¬ 
hood at least, and we feel sure that 
nobody need feel dubious just because 
it's being organised in a church hall* 
Our reader writes: 

Dear Friends, 

If you know of anyone with young 
children, living in the N.W,6. area of 
London* you may be in teres led to hear 
of a progressive Nursery Class for 
children from 3—5 years opening there 
shortly* 

It is the SALUSBURY ROAD NUR¬ 
SERY CLASS* ST. ANNE'S CHURCH 
HALL, SALUSBURY ROAD, LON¬ 
DON* N.W.6. 

For details, please write lo me at: 
2B5, Goldhawk Road, Hammersmith, 
WJ2. 

Erica Zuokermann. 


SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM* 
Vol I 1951: Mankind js One 
Vol 2 1952: Postscript to Posterity 
Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial 
Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano 
Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists 
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters 
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol & 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair 
VoJ 9 1959: Print, Press & Public 
Vol 10 i 960: The Tragedy of Africa 
Each volume: paper 7/6 doth 10/6 
The paper edition of the Selection* 
available to readers of FREEDOM 
at 5/- post free, 

PAUL FXTZBACTIER 
Anarchism (Seven Exponents of the 
Anarchist Philosophy) doth 21/- 


is 


CHARLES MARTIN 

Towards a Free Society 2/6 
RUDOLF ROCKER 
Nationalism and Culture 
doth 21/- 

ERKICO MALATESTA 
Anarchy 9d. 

JOHN HEWETSON 
Ill-Health, Poverty and the Slate 
doth 2/6 paper I/- 

VOUNE 

Nineteen-Sevemeen (The Russian 
Revolution Betrayed) doth 12/6 
The Unknown Revolution 
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine 1918-21} 
doth 12/6 


fp 


Muric-ixtutfcc Uemeri Memorial 
Committee publications: 

Marie-Louise Berneri, 1916-1949: 
A tribute 
doth 5/- 

Journey Through Urooia 
doth 18/- (ULS.A, S3j ‘ 


FREEDOM PRESS PUBLICATIONS 


Dear. Comrades, 

May I ask "Parent” to re-read my 
letter on two main points: 

( 1 ) That state education of our child¬ 
ren has broken down through lack of 
teachers and schoolrooms. Even if you 
object to "state" education, as an anar¬ 
chist, at least you would like your child¬ 
ren to have the best of all that is 
available to them in this capitalist 
society* At the moment they have only 
a slim chance of being Laught to read 
well enough to understand anarchist 
publications! 

(2) Thai we are becoming more and 
more inarticulate victims of the de¬ 
humanising machinery of the Establish¬ 
ment, Recent policies of the government 
towards ihe workers, including the 
tmehers, show that, as 1 said, we are 
moving slowly towards a corporate state 
like that of our late lamented Socialist 
comrade Mussolini. 

There was nothing "obscure ' 1 about 
my remarks about Burnham, i made 
clear, i had hoped, my fear of the 
government increasing Us power over nve 
by taking over Burnham, It now has 
done so, for all practical purposes, by 
buying up the head master-con trolled 
NUT executive, and so stopping ihe 
strike action which had been ratified by 
a special delegate conference, 

instead of doing something futile and 
almost (except to the headmaster) un- 
noticeable like boycotting the morning 
worship session, a* "Parent” suggests, 1 
tried to push my union where U ought 
to go* l was active and militant at 
meetings. I annoyed headmasters, in 
eluding my own, by my honesty ansi 
outspokenness* 1 sacrificed any chance 
l might have had of reaching that very 
rare £l r 10 G which "Parent - must have 
read about in a Tory paper, 

1 am nearly liny and am stuck on my 

basic salary because 1 have spoken my 
mind on this and other issues, ^t various 
meetings. But at least* that has been 
better than jumping about in a corner 
like a grass-hopper where no one could 
see me* 

Yours fraternally, 

Albert R, Brlmicorbe, 
Lincoln^ Nov, 6 


SF 


New season s meetings will be held \ 

4 Albert Street Mornington Crescent Nw 
at approximately monthly intervals. " 
Friday November 17; Jack Stephenionl 
on The Trumpet (Part 31} 


Sir, 


If 1 might get a final word in before 
the editors, in their well-knowTi author! ^ 
tarian manner, declare ibis correspon¬ 
dence closed, Vd like to give a definition 
of science fiction that has appeared in 
this month's Penguin Science Fiction 
anthology edited by Brian Aldiss. 

"Science Fiction 1 '* he says* "is any¬ 
thing that has not happened; it may be 
something that is very likely to happen* 
or something that is very unlikely to 
happen. In either case the author mu*t 
try to persuade you that it could happen. 
If he does not make this attempt then 
he is probably writing fantasy rather 
than SF. George Orwell's 'Animal 
Farm 1 is fantasy, whereas hi* '19B4' is 
S.F / 1 

Yours, etc*. 

London , S.E.l. j. M. Pilgrim. 


Committee of 100 

SEMINAR ON NON-VIOLENCE 


Kensington Central Library, 

Campden Hill Road* VViJ, 

(Buses 9, 27, 2k 3L 49. lh 
Mondays ai pm, Admission 1/6* 

20 Nov, Economic dectmtralisation 
and Workers' control 
COLIN WARD. 

27 Nov Psychology of violence and of 

non-violence 

JAMES HENDERSON. 


ANARCHY Nos 1-8 

Still Available 18 Post Free 


Freedom 

The Anarchist Weekly 


For whom the 
(Muffin) Bell Tolls 


FREEDOM appears on the first three 
Saturdays of each month. 

On the last Saturday, we publish 
ANARCHY, a 32-page journal of 
anarchist ideas (1/fc or 25c, post free). 


Dear Friends, 

" * . * science is primarily about truth, 
and therefore ought to be intrinsically 
disinterested, whereas Government is 
about power, and is therefore ini runic- 
ally motivated by the desire °f d 

Ts the marriage between Governmeni 
and science— economically and politic¬ 
ally inescapable— -fundamentally corrupt¬ 
ing; corrupting to science because it 
turns what should be a liberating and 
constructive force into a destructive in¬ 
fluence perhaps at the service of tyranny; 
corrupting to Government because u 
places in its grasp irresistible power 
which the masses can neither control nor 
begin to understand? No one could 
claim today that the question has been 
solved." 

Thus Lord Hailsham, Minister for 
Science, delivering Lhe Fawley Lecture 
at Southampton University, Thursday, 
Nov. IDih, and reported in the Southern 
Evening Echo (Southampton). 

The emphasis is my own—comment Is 
needless, 

Southampton, Nov* 12. B.C, 


Postal Subscription Rales to FREEDOM 
and ANARCHY 

12 ro&fttm MiA |U5. & S5.0C; 

t menths IS/- (Si.Uj 
} maiuhit/. [II.B) 

Special Subdcripiiou Rate* for 2 copies 
12 month. *5/- [U S. 1 (UftMl* J7X1', 

A W± (53.50) 


AIR MAIL Subscription Rates 
(FREEDOM by Air Mail, 
ANARCHY by Surface Mail) 

(2 mor.Uis 50/- (U.S, & iS.00j 


Postal Subscription Rates to FREEDOM 
only, 

I l*G ,«u«) IV* (LU. L 52) 

b rnmht (20 Usu«) m r$l. 5 as 
l month* |0 Uv W ) 5 /. (^,715 


Air Mail Subscription Rates to 
FREEDOM only. 

1 Yfiif W lt***t) 40/- (UM) 


dfi*y Grcwr; b« - 

mdO« ett la FkEEOGm ?RE55, crca&v} p/- F'a***, 
drja »o<3r#iit<3 ti iti* 


FREEDOM PRESS 


l?4 MAXWELL ROAD 
LONDON. S.W.*. ENGLAND 
TsI: RENOWN 3736. 

mm 




I Prinld/T, London, £.!■ 


tobuiOod by frmmdom 6 -«. J7«. 


























